How Much Does the Federal Government Spend

to Promote Economic Mobility and for Whom?

Breakdown of Federal Expenditures, 2006

BILLIONS OF 2006 $

DIRECT TAX EXPENDI-
OUTLAYS TURES TOTAL
Mobility 212 534 746
Income maintenance 1,237 52 1,289
Other (mostly public goods) 1,206 261 1,467
Total Federal Expenditures 2,655 3847 3.502

As PERCENTAGE OF GDP

DIRECT TAX EXPENDI-
OUTLAYS TURES ToTAL
Mobility 1.6% 4.1% 5.7%
Income maintenance 9.5% 0.4% 9.9%
Other (mostly public goods) 9.2% 2.0% 11.2%
Total Federal Expenditures 20.3% 6.5% 26.8%

Source: The Urban Institute, 2007. Estimates developed using the Budget of the United States Government FY200S, CBO’s The Budget and Economic Outlook:
Fiscal Years 2008-17, and Health Care Financing Review 2005.

Note: All figures include financing accounts. See also note to Figure 1.

ECONOMIC MOBILITY PROJECT: An Initiative of The Pew Charitable Trusts



