How Much Does the Federal Government Spend

to Promote Economic Mobility and for Whom?

The Mobility Budget and Other Major Items, 2006
(%GDP and billions of 2006 $)

12% 11.2% ($1,467)
11%
10%
9%
8%
7%
6%
5% |
4% |
3% |
2% |
1% |

9.9% ($1,289)

5.7% ($746)

Percentage of GDP

MOBILITY INCOME OTHER,
MAINTENANCE MAINLY PUBLIC
GoOOoDs

Source: The Urban Institute, 2007. Estimates developed using the Budget of the United States Government FY2008, CBO’s
The Budget and Economic Outlook: Fiscal Years 2008-17, and Health Care Financing Review 2005.

Note: Income maintenance is largely composed of the non-child portions of Social Security. Medicare, and Medicaid,
7.6% of GDP. Other, mainly public goods. is largely composed of defense, 4.0% of GDP. See also note to Figure 1.
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